
U.S. MILITARY RANKS
*insignia and official abbreviations

COMMISSIONED OFFICERS
(BY PAY 
SCALE) ARMY AIR FORCE MARINES NAVY COAST GUARD

0-10 General (GEN) General (Gen) General (Gen) Admiral (ADM) Admiral (ADM)

0-9 Lieutenant  
General (LTG)

Lieutenant  
General (Lt Gen)

Lieutenant  
General (LtGen)

Vice Admiral 
(VADM) Vice Admiral (VADM)

0-8 Major  
General (MG)

Major  
General (Maj Gen)

Major  
General (MajGen)

Rear Admiral 
(Upper Half) 
(RADM)

Rear Admiral  
(Upper Half) (RADM)

0-7 Brigadier  
General (BG)

Brigadier  
General (Brig Gen)

Brigadier  
General (BGen)

Rear Admiral 
(Lower Half) 
(RDML)

Rear Admiral 
(Lower Half) 
(RDML)

0-6 Colonel (COL) Colonel (Col) Colonel (Col) Captain 
(CAPT) Captain (CAPT)

0-5 Lieutenant  
Colonel (LTC)

Lieutenant  
Colonel (Lt Col)

Lieutenant 
Colonel (LtCol)

Commander 
(CDR) Commander (CDR)

0-4 Major (MAJ) Major (Maj) Major (Maj)
Lieutenant 
Commander 
(LCDR)

Lieutenant  
Commander (LCDR)

0-3 Captain (CPT) Captain (Capt) Captain (Capt) Lieutenant (LT) Lieutenant  
(LT)

0-2 First  
Lieutenant (1LT)

First  
Lieutenant (1Lt)

First  
Lieutenant (1stLt)

Lieutenant 
Junior Grade 
(LTJG)

Lieutenant 
Junior Grade (LTJG)

0-1 Second  
Lieutenant (2LT)

Second  
Lieutenant (2Lt)

Second  
Lieutenant (2ndLt) Ensign (ENS) Ensign (ENS)

ENLISTED

(BY PAY 
SCALE) ARMY AIR FORCE MARINES NAVY COAST GUARD

E-9

Sergeant Major of the Army (SMA)

(C) Command Sergeant Major (CSM)
(R) Sergeant Major (SGM)

Chief Master Sergeant 
of the Air Force (CMSAF)

(L) Command Chief Master  
Sergeant (CCM)

(C) First Sergeant (1st Sgt)
(R) Chief Master Sergeant (CMSgt)

Sergeant Major of the  
Marine Corps (SgtMajMC)

 

(L) Sergeant Major (SgtMaj)
(R) Master Gunnery Sergeant (MGySgt)

Master Chief Petty Officer 
of the Navy (MPCON)

(L) Fleet Master Chief Petty Officer (FLTCM) or 
Force Master Chief Petty Officer (FORCM)

(C) Command Master Chief 
Petty Officer (CMDCM)

(R) Master Chief Petty Officer (MCPO)

Master Chief Petty Officer  
of the Coast Guard (MCPOCG)

(L) Command Master Chief  
Petty Officer (CMC)

(R) Master Chief Petty Officer (MCPO)

E-8  

(L) First Sergeant (1SG)
(R) Master Sergeant (MSG)

(L) First Sergeant (1st Sgt) 
(R) Senior Master Sergeant (SMSgt)

 

(L) First Sergeant (1stSgt) 
(R) Master Sergeant (MSgt)

Senior Chief Petty Officer (SCPO) Senior Chief Petty Officer (SCPO)

E-7
Sergeant First Class (SFC) (L) First Sergeant (1st Sgt) 

(R) Master Sergeant (MSgt) Gunnery Sergeant (GySgt) Chief Petty Officer (CPO) Chief Petty Officer (CPO)

E-6

E-5

E-4

E-3

E-2

E-1 Private (PV1) Airman Basic (AB) Private (Pvt) Seaman Recruit (SR) Seaman Recruit (SR)

*Official abbreviations for each 
uniformed service are in parentheses.
The Military Engineer uses AP-style 
abbreviations, which may vary from 
those shown. This version, dated May 2013, 
supersedes previously released versions.

WARRANT OFFICERS

(BY PAY 
SCALE) ARMY MARINES NAVY COAST 

GUARD

W-5
Chief Warrant  
Officer (CW5)

Chief Warrant 
Officer 5 (CWO5)

Chief 
Warrant  
Officer 

(CWO5)

NOT  
USED

W-4
Chief Warrant  
Officer (CW4)

Chief Warrant  
Officer 4 (CWO4)

Chief 
Warrant  
Officer 

(CWO4)

Chief Warrant  
Officer (CWO4)

W-3
Chief Warrant  
Officer (CW3)

Chief Warrant  
Officer 3 (CWO3)

Chief 
Warrant  
Officer 

(CWO3)

Chief Warrant  
Officer (CWO3)

W-2
Chief Warrant  
Officer (CW2)

Chief Warrant  
Officer 2 (CWO2)

Chief 
Warrant  
Officer 

(CWO2)

Chief Warrant  
Officer (CWO2)

W-1 Warrant Officer 
(WO1) Warrant Officer (WO)

NOT  
USED

NOT  
USED

*Air Force does not use Warrant Officers

Staff Sergeant 
(SSG)

Sergeant  
(SGT)

Private First Class 
(PFC)

Private 
(PV2)

(L) Corporal (CPL) 
(R) Specialist (SPC)

Technical Sergeant 
(TSgt)

Staff Sergeant 
(SSgt)

Airman First Class 
(A1C)

Airman  
(Amn)

Senior Airman  
(SrA)

Staff Sergeant  
(SSgt)

Sergeant 
(Sgt)

Lance Corporal  
(LCpl)

Private First Class 
(PFC)

Corporal  
(Cpl)

Petty Officer  
First Class (PO1)

Petty Officer  
Second Class (PO2)

Seaman (SN)

Seaman  
Apprentice (SA)

Petty Officer  
Third Class (PO3)

Petty Officer  
First Class (PO1)

Petty Officer  
Second Class (PO2)

Seaman (SN)

Seaman  
Apprentice (SA)

Petty Officer Third 
Class (PO3)



Evolution of the SAME Insignia

Formed “in the interest of National Defense ... bringing together all phases of  
U.S. Engineering, civil sector and military, for the advancement of knowledge ... and  

the rapid mobilization of engineering capabilities.” — SAME Charter, 1920

The Society of American Military Engineers (SAME) is a unique organization. It is the only 
professional engineering association in the United States that connects architects, engineers 
and constructors from government and industry to improve their individual skills and collective 
capabilities. 

Since it’s founding in 1920, SAME had been dedicated to America’s security through its  
engineering prowess. But even as SAME pursues its longstanding goals, it also has expanded 
its horizons. Today, SAME offers far more opportunities and benefits to members, to the  
profession, and to communities, than ever before. 
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