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Region C (~DFW):
7.6 million in 2020 to 
14.7 million in 2070



tree rings



Modeled Storage in Travis and Buchanan in 2115

with 
climate 
change

no 
climate 
change

from the City of Austin

units in acre-feet

RCP 8.5



Total water level
declines in the
major aquifers

from the 2012 State Water Plan

~ 0.75 billion acre-feet of pumping
thru ~2000



2002 State Water Plan



solutions





water loss



• texas water systems lose at 
least 572,000 acre-feet per 
year

• that’s about 51 gallons of 
water per service connection 
every day



“Don’t drink 
downstream 
of the herd.”



A local water supply?



Richland-Chambers Engineered Wetland
Tarrant Regional Water District
indirect reuse

First of its kind in the United States



CLARA: Closed-Loop 
Advanced Reuse Assembly





“I guess that means I get 
to drink my beer twice…”



ASR suitability



33 million gallons a year
condensate harvesting:





Wimberley One Water School

• First One Water school in Texas
• Rainwater and AC condensate collection
• On-site treatment and reuse system
• Will reduce use of the Trinity Aquifer by 90 percent
• Will save $800,000 over 30 years in utilities

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LMmIVsBN83g

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LMmIVsBN83g


A tale of two 
Austin families…
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Freeport Multiple-Effect Distillation test facility
1 million gallons per day (1961 to 1973)
Dow Chemical assisted



It’s easier to take care 
of the environment 

when people are taken care of.



plan for the worst,
hope for best, 

and expect to be surprised
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