
Insights from the Field: 
Army Construction Management 
Operations - Deployment to Jordan

Date:	 	 May 21, 2024	11:30 AM - 1:00 PM

Presenter: 	 CPT Tom Rupp, Commander 
		  573rd Engineer Detachment 		
		  555th Engineer Brigade, JBLM, WA 	
Location:	 Eagles Pride Golf Course, Dupont, WA

CPT Tom Rupp will be sharing insights from his 
recent deployment, during which his 7-man team 
provided construction management services for 
military installations throughout Jordan. 

Their focus on stakeholder engagement and 
project lifecycle monitoring resulted in the 
successful completion of 87 projects totaling 
over $3.7M. 

CPT Rupp’s previous assignments include roles 
as Sapper Platoon Leader, Executive Officer, 
and Air Officer in the 173rd Infantry Brigade 
Combat Team (Airborne) based in Vicenza, Italy. 

He holds a B.S. in Civil Engineering from the 
University of Kentucky, an M.S. in Engineering 

Management from Missouri University of Science & Technology, and is a 
certified Project Management Professional.

RSVP by  Thursday, May 16th to: Dave Newkirk (daven@rahaec.com)

NewsletterSociety of American Military Engineers

May 2024
https://classic.same.org/Mount-Tacoma

To receive monthly updates on 
our post and events.Visit Us Online

https://www.same.org/mt/
https://www.same.org/#
mailto:daven%40rahaec.com?subject=SAME%20Monthly%20Updates
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/1918349/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100067113085852


Artiole III• Ccmnitteea (Com.1 d) 

2. !he Program Conmitteo ahall ooneist ot six mmbers appointed by the

President for a term of one year beginning at the July meetin�, and it

shall be the duty or this cOI:llllittoe to prepare and submit to the Post

tor adoption a program of activities quarterly 1n a.dvanoe.

3. The Nominating COl!IIldttee shall consist ot at least three voting

members or the Post elected by the Poet at the April J:laeting, and it

shall be the duty ot this committee to present for the annual election

a slate o� nomina
tions for oaoh. elective ot'tioe ot the Poat. Bo member

ot the nomina
ting committee will bo eligible tor re-eleotion within two

years ot the ou]n1nation ot his term ot o.ftioe.

Artiolo IV 

Pinanoea 

l. The annual duos of �
rs, which shall entitle them to all privileges

ot the Post except as otherwise pr09'ided herein, shall be 81.00 pqablo

ILmlually at the beginning ot oaoh year of mmborship.

Article V 

Jj,etings and Electionet 

1. The 1:11etinga ot the Post shall be in aooordanoe with the progr&J!l

presented by the Program COillllittee and adopted by the Post, am shall

be• in general, onoe a month. 

2. 'nle eleotion of of'tioers shall be held at the regular June Jlleeting

oxoept 'bhat 'ftoancies will be filled by alsotion at the next regulo.r

meeting after suoh w.oaney oeours.

3. Each officer will be elected by written ballot of all voting 1D9lllbere

by a plurality or all votos oaat.

4. The terms of all of'tioers shall begin upon the o.djournme
nt ot the

meetings at whioh suoh oftioers aro eleote.d.

Article VI 

Amendments 

1. .Amondl:-,nta to these By-laws may be made by a vote ot two thirds ot

the voting members present at any rogulo.r lll8etingJ provided th&t the 

proposed amendment has boen presented in m-iting for ooneideration to 

each lll8mber of the Post at lea.st one week prior to the meeting alo:ag 

with an announcement or the date, time and place of the meetingJ 

Provided further that the amendment is approved by the Sooiety � 

American Wlitary Engineers. 
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Artiolo II 

Board of DireCJtion 

1. file Board of DireCJtion oh&ll aat for and 1n the name of the Taoc:ma­

Fort Lewie-Olympia Poet subjeat to the approval of the membetrs ot the

Post at the noxt rogular meeting.

ottioers 

1. The President shall have goneral eupel"Vision ct the af:ta.irs ot the

Post. He lhall preaide at the moetinge or the Post. IIe shAll appoint

the mombors ot the Program Committee and such other oocc:dtteea as are

desired by the Poot, and haw general supervision over all ooracittces.

In his absenae, his duties shall devolve upon the Vioe-Preaident.

2. The President, or 1n his absence the Firat Vice-President, Socond

Vioe•President, the Secretary or Assistant Treasurer, shall sign all

written oontraate � obligations ot tho Poet.

3. !he Treasurer shall be comptroller ot the aoootmts ot the Post under

the dirootion of the President. Ho shall n:ake oolleotions and disburse­

mants under the supez:-viaion of the President as direoted by the Post. •

Be shall render &n annual report in June and sudl speoial report, aa .,_,

be called far by tho President. The aocounts sbnll be audited by an

auditing oam:dttee of three members appointed by 'the Prosidont at least

thirty days prior to the submission ot the anntal report to the Poet.

'l'he Co:mnittee shall report the reeult or the audit to the Post annually

in June.

4. The Assistant Troasurer shall assist the Treasurer in his duties and

in the abeenoe o� the Trcasuror the duties will deTolve upon him. Check­

ing aooounts of' the Post will be kept -in the nome of the Poat, available

upon the sip.turo of either tho �reaeurer or Aasiai.ant Treasurer.

5• The Socretar'y shall give tim&ly notioe ot all mostings to all members. 

lie shall reoord the proooedings of all meetings of the Post end submit an 

annual report to the Poot in June. He shall keep the roll ot the :members 

of the Post by olnssitioation ot memborship and shall have custody ot

oorrespondenoe and records. Ha shall be responsible that suitable &r•

rangements are r.ade tor all moetinga ot the Post. In his absence, hi1 

duties will devolve upon the Assistant 'freaaurer. 

Artiolo IIl 

Co:mitteee 

1. Tho standing oommi tbeee ot tho Post trill be a The Program Coi:md ttee

ed 'the Uominating Committee.
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BY-LA.WS 

Artiole I 

U,mbership. il.dmiasiona and Separations 

l. Tho oleotion to momberohip shall be by two-third■ vote ot the I:101:ibera

of the Poat present at any rer;ule.r meting.

2. Any member of the Society of Amerioan Ltllitary Engineers who desires

to become a mem.bor ot the Tacoma-Fort Lowis-Olympia Poet ahall mk8

application. verbal or written, to the Secretary ot the Post. The

Secretary of' tho Post shall satisfy hmselt that the &pplioan1. is a

member ot the Sooiety or Amorican Uilitary Enginoers and detormine
 under

which classification ot mmborship 1.he applicant belongs. The Secretary

will than transmit tho applioation and de.ta to the Post at the nox-b

meeting.

3. An:¥ I!W!lber my withdraw ttca the Post by tendering hi■ resignation

1n ,noiting. but suoh resignation shall not become ef'f'eotive until said

mer:i.ber shall haw paid all sums due the Poet tr-om him at the tim of

such resignation.

4. Any comber ot tho Post f.1aY be dropped for cause by a vote ot two

thirds or tha msm.bors present at f1DY regular meetingJ Provided that

he shall be givon full opportunity tor a hearing in his own defense,

Provided further that ru:\Y Dmbor so dropp«,d t:ay be reinstated by a vote

ot two thirds of tbs members present at any regular metingJ Provided

further that prior to ouoh reinstatement ho hall liquidate all hie

indobiedness to tho Poat.

5. Any t:lOlll.bor ot the Post will be automa:tioally dropped from the Poet

when his membership in the Society ot American Military Engineers i■

termimteda ProTided that� member ao dropped my be reinatated by

a me of two th!ids ot the members present at� regular meetingJ

Proridod further that prior to auoh re-inatatemsnt he shall be roin­

stated fn 5 Soo1ety and slall liquidate all his indebtedness to the

Post,

6. lmbera of the Post whose dues rer:iain tmpaid shall be notified 1n

writing of the f'aot by the Treasurer. J.imbers two months in a.rreara may.

after a further tomal notice of one month. be dropped f'ra:n the PostJ

Provided that the Po.st shall a.ot in the best interest of all oonoernE>d

!ii � C!l.88 which 
a.rioe relating to dues of f'oesJ Provided further

tlat a:ny momber three c.onthe in arrears in his dues shall not be entitled

to voto or hold offioe. 
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Art1ole V 

Usetinga 

1. Tho Post ahall hold an annual meeting ot the mSD'lbera for the eleot1on

ot off'icera and for tho tranaaot
ion ot other buaineaa l)"rtaining to tbo

· Poat at a time fixed by tho By-tan. and 
hold othor mootinga to be 

oalled in the m.nner provided by tho By-t,a.wa. 

Art1ole VI 

Amendtlonta 

1. Thia constitution mq be amendod at any meeting oalled -tor tJiat pur­

pose. by an a.f'f'il'lla
t1w vote of two thirds ot tho Post voting 1n peraon.

by m-ltten pr� er by letter ballo:ta Provided that notloo or PJ"opoBed

amendmonta shall haw boon aulnitted preiloualy to all member■ ot the

Post not leas than tourtoen
 day• pr101" to the date of the JDHting andJ

Proride
d f'urth

er that the amendmsnt 1a apprO'l8d by the Society ot Amer1oan

W:iitaij Eiii;!iiiira.
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COJ�Sl'I'I:UTION OF ':i'HE TACO !A-FORT L ·,1IS-OLYt.iPIA PO:>T OF 

flIE SOCir�Y or Atlf:RICAN 1JILl'T/4RY BllGlllimRS 

Article I 

Nam and I£t,adqunrter■ 

1. i'ha no.me of tho Poat ahall bo the Taeom.-Fort Ln1a-Olymp1a Poet or

the soo1oty or A:tierioan Hilito.ry t"bGinoere.

2. 'rho headquc.rto
rs shall be in Po.l"'t �

•

Art1ole :cI

Objeota

ehington. 

l. The objects oi' the Post aret l'n the 1,:tteroat ot national defense,

to ad.ft.nee knOffled{;e of the aoionoe of nilitiil"Y englnaeringJ to pronote

et'fio1ancy in tho nili'tnry ongineor aorvics of the Thlited stateeJ to

maintain 1ta b at stando.rda and traditianaJ to proso� tho i:e:;1017 ot

aerricoa rendered by tho encinoering profession tlu-ouo,�µt the Wlll"e 1n

which tho Unit'3d Staten hna boan engaged; to enoourage. f'ost11� and de• 

-.elop between Military o�insera and 0th.or aros or tbe t:lili tary
 S1.1r�!� 

a spirit or ooopsrntion and a auttJnl understanding of their rospeotiw 

duties., poner1 and 11l'!li tatianaJ to enoouruge, rostor and develop rela.tiona 

or helpful interoat bot-norin tho engineering profeeeion in ci 'ril life and 

that in the mlit ey eorvice1 to hold z:im!ltinza f"or tho pres3ntation and 

disoussion o:f' appropriato po.�rs and for aoo1al and professional inter-

Article III 

Umnbe
rship 

1. � menbor or the Soo1cty or A.>:t?rican filitary :&isinoora ehall be

eligible ror msmbe
rahip in tho TacO:ll•Fort Lmria-Olympia Poat.

2. Jlilitary Enc!nt,er lmll>o
re and Engineer li=lbora only Ghall be ompo;;orod >

to vote or hold off.loo in the Poat.

Artiole IV 

Officora 

. 
1. Tho Govornr.iant or the Post shall bo warted 1n ito of'ticera who, to­

gothur ulth the chairmen or all otand� ca111Utteoa and the retiring pa.at

proaidont, ahall oonatitute a DOU"d ot Dirootion. 

2. Thn oftioera ab.all ocmsiat ot a Proaidcnt • a First Vice-Prosidont. a.

Second Vico Preeidont, a Seorote.ry, a Troasurar and an Acoistant Treaaurer

who ah.all be elected by tho Post. Thtr/ ahall hold oftico f'or one year or

until their succossora haw boon duly elected.

MOUNT TACOMA POST
Origins of the SAME Mount Tacoma Post
SAME Mt. Tacoma (Tahoma) was founded November 6, 1950, Tahoma is the native/indigenous name for Mt. Rainier

The Tacoma Post of the Society of American Military Engineers (SAME) was established in 1950, joining the 
growing number of SAME posts after the national Society's creation in 1919. The original name of the post 
was the Tacoma-Fort Lewis-Olympia Post of the Society of American Military Engineers. SAME was formed 
with the goal of bringing together civilian and military engineers to collaborate and share knowledge for the 
benefit of national defense. The Tacoma Post has a rich history dating back over 70 years, with its members 
making valuable contributions to military engineering projects and innovations in the Pacific Northwest and 
beyond. From constructing essential infrastructure at military installations across Washington state to advising 
policymakers on engineering and national security matters, the Tacoma Post has played a key role in SAME's 
mission of connecting military and civilian engineers to advance engineering support for national security. 
Over the past seven decades, the Tacoma Post has carried on this tradition of excellence in engineering support 
and remains an active forum for cooperation between military and civilian engineers in the Tacoma region and 
surrounding areas.

Original Objective from 1950:
In the interest of national defense; to advance knowledge of the science of military engineering; to promote 
efficiency in the military engineer service of the United States; to maintain its best standards and traditions, to 
preserve the memory services rendered by the engineering profession throughout the wars in which the United 
States has been engaged; to encourage and foster and develop between military engineers and other arms of 
the military service a spirit of cooperation and mutual understanding of their respective duties, powers and 
limitations; to encourage, foster and develop relations of helpful interest between the engineering profession in 
civil life and that in the military service; to hold meetings for the presentation and discussion of 
appropriate papers for social and professional intercourse.

May 21, 2024			  SAME Mt. Tacoma Luncheon, Army Construction Management 		
				    Operations - Deployment to Jordan
				    Eagles Pride Golf Course, Dupont, WA

June 7, 2024			   PNW Engineer Castle Ball 
				    American Lake Conference Center, JBLM, WA

June 11, 2024		  Meet the Chiefs Industry Day 
				    Seattle Hilton Airport & Conference Center, SeaTac, WA

July 17, 2024			  Fish Passage Field Trip 
				    Save the Date! 

July TBD, 2024		  SAME Joint Summer Social (Tacoma & Seattle) 
				    Save the Date! 

August 8, 2024		  SAME Joint Golf Tournament (Tacoma & Seattle) 
				    Eagles Pride Golf Course, Dupont, WA

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/same-regional-meet-the-chiefs-2024-tickets-881446890377?aff=ebdssbdestsearch
https://www.same.org/#


JETC 2024—Operation: Collaboration
SAME’s 2024 Joint Engineer Training Conference & Expo is headed to Orlando, Fla., May 
14-16. Save the Date!

JETC is the premier annual event to bring uniformed engineers, government civilians, 
industry leaders, young professionals, innovators, partners, subject matter experts, and 
more for Operation: Collaboration.

Your mission includes:

•	 Enriching your career through education and training
•	 Engaging with others to develop relationships and build trust
•	 Advancing technical skills and capabilities of industry and warfighters
•	 Strengthening the engineering profession in support of national security

Plan now to join your colleagues from across the A/E/C industry and joint engineering 
community for three days of education, training, and networking to enhance your 
professional future and strengthen your organization’s mission. Let’s do more, together.

Registration is Now Open!

SAME Mount Tacoma
Post Scholarships
The SAME Mt. Tacoma Post Scholarshops stand as a testament to our commmitment to fostering 
excellence in the fields of Engineering, Architecture, Construction, Interiors, Math and Science.Valued at 
$1,500 each, these scholarships serve as a meaningful investment in the academic pursuits of deserving 
individuals.

Annually, we proudly award four $1,500 scholarships to students who exhibit outstanding dedication and 
promise in these disciplines. As a crucial part of our mission to support education, the application deadline 
for these scholarships is set for May 15th of each year. This timeline ensures that we have the opportunity to 
carefully evaluate and select recipients who embody the qualities and aspirations that align with the valies 
of the SAME Mt. Tacoma post.

Application Deadline is May 15, 2024

Apply Now!

https://www.samejetc.org/registration_info.cfm
https://www.same.org/mt/mount-tacoma-post-scholarships/


SAME Young Professionals Strikes 
and Spares Bowling Event
Hosted by SAME Seattle and Mt. Tacoma Posts

Date: Thursday, May 16 - 6-7:30pm

Location: 
Chalet Bowl, 3806 North 26th Street, Tacoma, WA

Get your tickets!

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/same-young-professionals-strikes-and-spares-bowling-event-tickets-870808530757?lang=en-us&locale=en_US&status=30&view=listing


https://www.eventbrite.com/e/pacific-northwest-castle-ball-tickets-859130070167
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/pacific-northwest-castle-ball-tickets-859130070167]


 

Why join the Society of American Military Engineers? 
 

If you are thinking of joining a professional association, it is critical that you ask yourself “what does 
membership provide for you?”  We can all agree that there is little value in paying dues and investing time into 
an organization just to check a box. After all, the relationship you have with a professional association should 
create a connection to something that you can relate to and have a passion for. Personally, I struggled with 
finding what was right for me when considering membership for many professional associations, but then I 
discovered the Society of American Military Engineers (SAME). My initial impression was that it very much felt 
like an officer’s club that did not have much to offer a young noncommissioned officer.  

I discovered, however, that SAME is a diverse organization that routinely invests in the development of its 
members. From new member, to the President of the Society, this professional association wants to help you 
become a better leader supporting the defense of our Nation. SAME provides fantastic networking 
opportunities, plenty of options for volunteering, technical information through webinars and publications, 
and even offers stipends to pay for professional certifications.  Plus, the membership fee covers the life of 
your uniformed service! 

Everyone can benefit from what SAME has to offer, and you do not need to be an Engineer or have a degree 
to join. You can volunteer with your local Post, participate in networking events and professional development 
briefs, and even get a one-day pass for the annual Joint Engineer Training Conference (JETC) or Small Business 
Conference (SBC) at no cost.    

SAME offers professional NCOs tangible value with real rewards, over three distinct periods in a career. 

Near-Term:  Active SAME membership thrusts us into an environment of exposure to engineering techniques 
and practices of industry and Military Departments other than our own.  We soak up information and 
knowledge without realizing it, immediately making us better NCOs. 

Mid-Term: SAME offers unique opportunities to continue our technical education and pursue licenses and 
certifications from affiliated associations.  Over a few months, credentialing can better posture NCOs for 
increased responsibility and promotion. Taking advantage of these industry-recognized certifications will also 
assist with a smoother transition when exiting the military.  

Long-Term:  NCOs will one day move on from direct military service whether Active Duty or Reserve 
Component.  Most of us change employers but we still prefer technical employment in such a rewarding field.  
If you want to secure the future, SAME offers the best opportunity for networking with potential employers. 

I truly wish I had learned these things sooner in my career, so I urge you not to wait. Come see what SAME can 
do for you! 

CMSgt Adam Boubede 

https://www.same.org/membership-communities/join/


Dedicated to National Security Since 1920 

Membership: What’s in it for you? 

Benefits of being a SAME Member: 
• Relationship building through a network of 100+ Posts around the world, 1500 

sustaining member A/C/E firms, academic institutions, military and government 
agencies at federal, state and local levels. 

• Stipends, Scholarships & Discounts for education and training. 
• Connecting with government and industry leaders. 
• Access to cutting-edge professional development opportunities. 
• Volunteer leadership opportunities at the local, regional and national levels to 

grow your skills. 
• Transition assistance with complimentary workshops, mentoring & networking. 
• Reimbursement for professional credentialing fees. 
• Subscription to The Military Engineer technical magazine. 
• Support through the Enlisted Committee. 

 STEM, Veterans, & Community Support  
In 2017, SAME’s 100+ Posts & 
members…  
• Awarded over 700 scholarships, 

totaling nearly $1 million.  
• Spent over 16,000 hours supporting 

STEM.  
• Contributed over 12,000 hours of 

community service.  
• Donated nearly $286,000 to K-12 

STEM programs.  
• Gave nearly $110,000 to veterans & 

disabled veterans programs.  
• Spent 4,100 volunteer hours 

providing support to veterans.  

What is SAME?  
A professional organization that supports 
your professional and engineering knowledge 
and career developmental growth.  
 

SAME offers a wide variety of support 
programs to help you obtain engineering 
related professional credentialing. 
 

SAME is recognized as “the multi-disciplined 
integrator of national infrastructure related 
capabilities” where you  have the opportunity 
to learn about and network with uniformed 
service engineers and leading commercial 
engineering firms all supporting the country.  
 

https://www.same.org/membership-communities/join/


Dedicated to National Security Since 1920 

Join Now  www.same.org/join  
Membership for uniformed service members is a one time fee $60 and valid as long as 
you remain in-uniform.  This is not a lifetime membership.  

Society of Military Engineers 
607 Prince Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 

Questions about membership? 
 Contact our Member Services Team member@same.org or 703.549.3800 ext. 131 

Name 

Mailing 
Address 

Email 1 

Email 2 

Work Phone 

Cell Phone 

Base or 
Installation 

Service Branch 
and Rank 

DOB (mm/yy) 

 
Highest Degree 

 
 High School  Technical/Associates  Bachelors   Masters   Doctorate 

Enlisted Membership Application 



Mt. Tacoma Post
POST OFFICERS
Post President
Julio Iguina Mendez
jiguina@walshgroup.com
206-394-7330

First Vice-President
LTC Randy Schultz
randy.m.schultz.mil@army.mil

Second Vice-President
MAJ Christopher Hassell
chopr4life@gmail.com

Past President
Chris Thompson
cthompson@civilaire.com
913-704-5789

Secretary, Student Chapter Mentor
William (Bill) Fierst
wfierst@ahbl.com
253-383-2422

VP Sustaining Members
Memberships, Camp, Post Fellow
Dave Newkirk
daven@rahaec.com
253-606-1047

VP Individuals Member
Andy Chandler
Achandler@bbch-llc.com
253-569-4976

Treasurer
Seth Mattos
sethm@georesources.us
253-229-7090 

Awards & Programs
Michael Funches
mike@ethoscivil.com
253-414-1989

Scholarships
Roy Cutler
roy@cutler-mgmt.com
253-377-7568

Awards
Kim Kaul
kckaul@transystems.com
253-922-0446

Webmaster
McKenzie Dalley
mkdalley@transystems.com

Communications
Gina Rainwater
info@prodims.com
425-828-0500

VP Young Professionals
Keith Davis
keith.davis@absherco.com

Student Chapters, Streamers
Michael Cozart
mlcozart@transystems.com
253-922-0446

Chair, EP&IR
Mike Moran
michael.moran248@gmail.com
253-982-4660

Director
John Haddick
jehaddick@msn.com
253-565-1223

Director
Erik Prestegaard
erikp@helixdesigngroup.net
253-922-9037

OPEN POSITIONS

Small Business Liaison

Assistant Treasurer

Leadership Development

STEM

LOCAL MILITARY ENGINEERS
US ARMY
555th Engineer Brigade
COL Marc Sanborn 

I Corps Liaison
LTC Greg Canady
gregory.w.canady.mil@army.mil

555 SAME Liaison
LTC Randy Schultz
randy.m.schultz.mil@army.mil

CDR 864th BEB
LTC Mark Born
mark.s.born.mil@army.mil

CDR 14th BEB 
LTC Celio Biering
celio.s.biering.mil@army.mil

CDR 23rd BEB
LTC Chris Johnson
christian.r.johnson18.mil@army.mil

CDR 5th BEB, 5th SFAB 
LTC Charlie Comfort
charles.w.comfort.mil@army.mil

CDR 3-364th BEB, First Army
OPEN

US AIR FORCE
627th Civil Engineer Squadron
LTC John Legloahec
john.legloahec.1@us.af.mil

ARMY NATIONAL GUARD
Construction and Fac Mx Office
LTC Adam Iwaszuk
Adam.m.iwaszuk.mil@army.mil

AIR FORCE RESERVES
446th Civil Engineer Squadron, AF 
Reserves
LTC Kimberly Hubbard, Kimberly.
hubbard.1@us.af.mil

AIR NATIONAL GUARD
194th Civil Engineer Flight
LTC Col Justin Pierce
justin.pierce@us.af.mil

248th Civil Engineer Flight
COL Casey McGinn
casey.mcginn@us.af.mil

mailto:jiguina@walshgroup.com
mailto:wfierst@ahbl.com
mailto:mike@ethoscivil.com
mailto:roy@cutler-mgmt.com
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