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Registration and Networking
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Morning Agenda

0815 Pledge of Allegiance and Opening Remarks – Ed Mears & Zef Banda III
 0830 Small Business Development Center – Richard Spears
 0915 USACE – Richard Fontanilla
 1000     ***Refreshments and Networking Break***
 1015 Small Business Administration – Mara Wells
 1045 Dept of Energy - Western Area Power Administration – Janet Scaggs
 1115 Panel Discussion: SBDC, APEX Accel., SBA, WAPA
 1200       ***Buffet lunch ***
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Pledge of Allegiance
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Thank you to our sponsors!
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Richard Spears - Capital Team Lead Advisor
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Richard Fontanilla, P.E. - US Army Corps of 
Engineers – Los Angeles
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Break   1000 – 1015
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Mara Wells - Program Manager
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Janet Scaggs - Small Business Program Manager
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Morning Panel Discussion – 1115
Richard Spears

Small Business Development Center
 

Venessa Gleich
APEX Accelerator

Mara Wells
Small Business Administration 

Janet Scaggs
Dept of Energy - Western Area Power Administration 
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Afternoon Agenda

 1215 Guest Speaker – Michelle Kantor, Esq., McDonald Hopkins, LLC. 
 1300 SAME Phoenix Post Officer Induction & National Executive Dir. – MG Mike Wehr, USA Ret.
 1330 Luke Air Force Base, 56th Contracting Squadron – Mary Peetz  
 1415 Dept of Veterans Affairs – Leon Woodard
 1500     ***Refreshments and Networking Break*** 
 1530 APEX Accelerator – Venessa Gleich
 1600 Panel Discussion: Luke AFB, VA, USACE
 1645 Closing Remarks
 1700       ***Networking Social***
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Lunch Buffet – 1200
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Guest Speaker
Michelle Kantor, Esq - McDonnel Hopkins
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2023 in Review
• STEM

•   Future City Competition
•  MATHCOUNTS – 5 AZ Chapters
•  iFly – 45 students
•  1 summer camper and 1 mentor

• Professional Development
•  2 attended CMAA course in Phoenix
•  2 Post Leader Workshop
•  2 Small Business Conference
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2023 in Review

• Golf Tournament - $35,000
• IGE:

• Drones for asset management
• Surface coatings
• Laser scanning for design and 

construction
• 56th CES Change of Command
• Annual IGE Day with USAF, USACE, 

NAVFAC, DOE, BIA, VA, DoT
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Future Cities – MATHCOUNTS - Summer Camps – Scholarships - iFLY
2023 in Review: STEM Outreach
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Phoenix Post Board of Directors & Volunteers
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2024 Phoenix Post:  Officers and Directors
Directors – Appointed (7)

Past President James Kirk
Weitz

Communications open

Small Business 
Liaison

Gabriel “Sam” Groves
Bunker Labs

Young Member 
Liaison open

Enlisted Service 
Members Liaison open

Fellow/Sr. Member Neil Wentz
Luke AFB

Public Agency 
Representative 

Venessa Gleich
APEX Accelerator

President Gabriel “Sam” Groves

President Elect Julie Hamilton
WSP

1st Vice 
President 
Programs

Vickie Maranville
BGI

2nd Vice 
President 

Membership

Zef Banda III
BGI

Secretary Carly Crisp
Michael Baker Intl

Treasurer Ed Mears
Garney Construction
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Major General Mike Wehr, PE, USA (Ret) - 
SAME Executive Director
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Afternoon Agenda

 1215 Guest Speaker – Michelle Kantor, Esq., McDonald Hopkins, LLC. 
 1300 SAME Phoenix Post Officer Induction & National Executive Dir. – MG Mike Wehr, USA Ret.

1330 Luke Air Force Base, 56th Contracting Squadron – Mary Peetz  
 1415 Dept of Veterans Affairs – Leon Woodard
 1500     ***Refreshments and Networking Break*** 
 1530 Venesaa Gleich
 1600 Panel Discussion: Luke AFB, VA, USACE
 1645 Closing Remarks
 1700       ***Networking Social***
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Mary Peetz - 56 Contracting Command, LAFB
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Leon Woodard - Branch Chief

https://garney-my.sharepoint.com/personal/edward_mears_garney_com/Documents/Documents/04%20Associations/01%20SAME/01%20Phoenix%20Post/Membership%20Meetings/2023%20August%2022%20IGE%20Event/Slide%20Decks/01%20VA%20Final%20SAME%20Presentation%20Final%202023.pptx
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Break  
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Afternoon Agenda

 1215 Guest Speaker – Michelle Kantor, Esq., McDonald Hopkins, LLC. 
 1300 SAME Phoenix Post Officer Induction & National Executive Dir. – MG Mike Wehr, USA Ret.
 1330 Luke Air Force Base, 56th Contracting Squadron – Mary Peetz  
 1415 Dept of Veterans Affairs – Leon Woodard
 1500     ***Refreshments and Networking Break*** 

1530 APEX – Venesaa Gleich
 1600 Panel Discussion: Luke AFB, VA, USACE
 1645 Closing Remarks
 1700       ***Networking Social***
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Venessa Gleich - Program Manager
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Afternoon Panel - 1600
Mary Peetz

Luke Air Force Base, 56th Contracting Squadron 

Leon Woodard
Dept of Veterans Affairs 

Venessa Gleich
APEX 
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Closing Remarks - 1645

Thank you for joining us!


	Slide Number 1
	Morning Agenda
	Slide Number 3
	Thank you to our sponsors!
	Morning Agenda
	Richard Spears - Capital Team Lead Advisor�
	Morning Agenda
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Morning Agenda
	Mara Wells - Program Manager
	Morning Agenda
	Janet Scaggs - Small Business Program Manager
	Slide Number 14
	Afternoon Agenda
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	2023 in Review
	2023 in Review
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	2024 Phoenix Post:  Officers and Directors
	Major General Mike Wehr, PE, USA (Ret) - SAME Executive Director�
	Afternoon Agenda
	Mary Peetz - 56 Contracting Command, LAFB
	Afternoon Agenda
	Leon Woodard - Branch Chief
	Slide Number 28
	Afternoon Agenda
	Venessa Gleich - Program Manager
	Slide Number 31
	Slide Number 32

