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— PRESIDENT ABRAHAM LINCOLN
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Assistance in preparing a VA claim from a VA-accredited
representative or an employee at your VA Regional Office is at
no charge. Accredited representatives are individuals or
organizations who are familiar with the process of filing a
claim and ensures that Veterans have qualified and
competent representation. Appointing an accredited
representative will allow them the legal authority to prepare,
present, and prosecute claims for any and all benefits from
the Department of Veterans Affairs.

Note: unaccredited individuals who prepare, present, or
prosecute VA benefit claims, or hold themselves out as being
authorized to do so, are in violation of Federal law 38 CFR §
14.629 . It is unlawful for any person or organization to charge
a fee for assistance in preparing an application for VA
benefits. VA-accredited agents and attorneys may charge fees
for assisting with a claim for VA benefits only after VA has
made its first decision on the claim.

To find an accredited representative, visit the Office Of
General Counsel Accreditation Search.
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You may be eligible if both of these requirements are met

• You have a current illness or injury (known as a condition) that 
affects your mind or body, and

• You served on active duty, active duty for training, or inactive 
duty training

• You got sick or injured while serving in the military—and can 
link this condition to your illness or injury (called an in-service 
disability claim), or

• You had an illness or injury before you joined the military—
and serving made it worse (called a pre-service disability 
claim), or

• You have a disability related to your active-duty service that 
didn’t appear until after you ended your service (called a post-
service disability claim) There’s no time limit on filing a post-
service claim. But you should know that the process may 
become more complex the longer you wait.

VA DISABILITY 
COMPENSATION 

AND THE 
PRINCIPLES OF 

SERVICE 
CONNECTION
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• Brain cancer
• Gastrointestinal cancer of any type
• Glioblastoma
• Head cancer of any type
• Kidney cancer
• Lymphoma of any type
• Melanoma
• Neck cancer of any type
• Pancreatic cancer
• Reproductive cancer of any type
• Respiratory (breathing-related) cancer of any type

• Asthma that was diagnosed after service
• Chronic bronchitis
• Chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD)
• Chronic rhinitis
• Chronic sinusitis
• Constrictive bronchiolitis or obliterative bronchiolitis
• Emphysema
• Granulomatous disease
• Interstitial lung disease (ILD)
• Pleuritis
• Pulmonary fibrosis

• Sarcoidosis

GULF WAR ERA 
AND POST 9/11 

VETERAN 
ELIGIBILITY



• Bladder cancer
• Chronic B-cell leukemia
• Hodgkin’s disease
• Multiple myeloma
• Non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma
• Prostate cancer
• Respiratory cancers (including lung cancer)
• Some soft tissue sarcomas

• AL amyloidosis
• Chloracne (or other types of acneiform disease like it)

Note: Under our rating regulations, this condition must be at least 10%
disabling within 1 year of herbicide exposure.

• Diabetes mellitus type 2
• High blood pressure (hypertension) (new)
• Hypothyroidism
• Ischemic heart disease
• Monoclonal gammopathy of undetermined significance (MGUS) (new)
• Parkinsonism
• Parkinson’s disease
• Peripheral neuropathy, early onset

Note: Under our rating regulations, this condition must be at least 10%
disabling within 1 year of herbicide exposure.

• Porphyria cutanea tarda
Note: Under our rating regulations, this condition must be at least 10% 
disabling within 1 year of herbicide exposure.

VIETNAM ERA 
VETERAN 

ELIGIBILITY



Claims for VA Benefits and Character of Discharge Basic eligibility for
Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) benefits depends upon the type of
military service performed, the duration of the service, and the character
of discharge or separation. VA looks at the “character of discharge” to
determine whether a person meets the basic eligibility requirements for
receipt of VA benefits under title 38 of the United States Code. Any
discharge under honorable conditions satisfies the character of discharge
requirement for basic eligibility for VA benefits. Certain types of
discharges, along with the circumstances surrounding those discharges,
bar an individual from basic eligibility for VA benefits. Other types of
discharges require VA to make a character of discharge determination in
order to assess basic eligibility for VA benefits. Before doing so, VA will
review facts and circumstances surrounding the incident(s) that led to the
discharge, as reported by the military, as well as any supporting evidence
furnished by the claimant or obtained from third parties. On a case-by-
case basis, VA determines whether the incidents that led to the discharge
may be found to have been “under conditions other than dishonorable,”
and thus whether basic eligibility for VA benefits can be established, or
“dishonorable for VA proposes”.
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§ 7120.3. Special Gold Star License Plates.

(b)  Eligibility for Issuance.  Gold Star License Plates shall only   be   issued   to   parents,   inclusive   of   mother, 
father, stepmother,  stepfather,  mother  through  adoption,  father  through adoption,  and  foster  parents  who  
stood  in  loco  parentis,  and widows and widowers of members of the armed services:
(1) who  lost  their  lives  during  World  War  I,  World War II, or during any subsequent period of armed 

hostilities in which the United States was engaged before July 1, 1958; 

(2) who lost their lives after June 30, 1958: -

(A)  while engaged in an action against an enemy of the United States; 

(B)    while    engaged    in    military    operations involving conflict with an opposing foreign force; or 

(C)    while  serving  with  friendly  foreign  forces engaged  in  an  armed  conflict  in  which  the  United States  is  not a  belligerent  party  against  an  
opposing armed force; or 

(3) who lost their lives after March 28, 1973, as a result of: 

(A)  an  international  terrorist  attack  against  the United States or a foreign nation friendly to the United States, recognized as such an attack by the 
Secretary of Defense; or 

(B)  military  operations  while  serving  outside  the United     States     (including     the     commonwealths, territories, and possessions of the United 
States) as part of a peacekeeping force. 

C)    while  serving  with  friendly  foreign  forces engaged  in  an  armed  conflict  in  which  the  United States  is  not  a  belligerent  party  against  an  
opposing armed force; or 

(3) who lost their lives after March 28, 1973, as a result of: 

(A)  an  international  terrorist  attack  against  the United States or a foreign nation friendly to the United States, recognized as such an attack by the 
Secretary of Defense; or 

(B)  military  operations  while  serving  outside  the United     States     (including     the     commonwealths, territories, and possessions of the United 
States) as part of a peacekeeping force.



§ 7120.5.  Special Recognition Veterans License Plate

(a)    The  purpose  of  this  Section  is  to  provide  a  special recognition  veterans  
license  plate  for  active  duty members  and veterans of the United States Armed 
Forces who are recipients of a military award for: 

(1)   acts  of  valor  and  have  been  awarded  a  Medal  of Honor, Distinguished 
Service Cross, Navy Cross, Air Force Cross, Silver Star or the Bronze Star w/ “V” 
device; or  

(2)   wounds received in combat action, and have been awarded the Purple Heart 
medal. 

Persons eligible for the special recognition veterans license plate must  reside  on  
Guam  and  own  a  motor  vehicle  registered  to  be operated on Guam’s streets 
and highways.



3

20

§ 7159. License and Registration Fee.

(e) (1)  The  annual license and  registration  fee in §
7160(a) shall be waived upon the initial issuance and 
the subsequent renewal of the vehicle license and 
registration for: 

(A)  any    Veteran    determined    by    the    U.S. 
Department of Veterans Affairs (USDVA) to be 100% 
Disabled or Individually Unemployable due to military 
service connected injuries; and 

(B)  the   spouse,   legal   guardian,   or   surviving 
spouse, as defined in § 67101 of Chapter 67, Title 10, 
Guam Code Annotated, and as authorized by § 4B101 of  
Article  1B  of  Chapter  4,  Title  4,  Guam  Code 
Annotated,  and  to  Gold  Star  parents  who  are  eligible 
pursuant to § 7120.3(b) of this Chapter. 

(i)    Eligible  persons  in  Subsections  
(A)  or (B) shall verify   their   status   with   a   military 
identification card, to include the DD Form 2, DD Form  
1173,  DD  Form  2765,  or  other  accepted forms used to 
verify eligibility status and certified by  the  government  
of  Guam  Office  of  Veterans Affairs (OVA)
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§ 24401.2.  Gold Star Spouses and Parents Exemption. 

(a)  Real  property  owned  and  occupied  by  a  Gold  Star spouse or parent(s), 
who are eligible pursuant to § 7120.3(b) of Chapter 7, Title 16 GCA, who continues 
to own and occupy the premises  as  a  residence,  is  hereby  exempted  from  all  
real property taxes; provided: 

(1)  that the exemption shall not be allowed on more than one (1) residence for 
the Gold Star spouse or parent; 

(2)  that a person living on the premises, a portion of which is used for 
commercial purposes, shall not be entitled to an exemption with respect to such 
portion, but shall be entitled  to  an  exemption  with  respect  to  the  portion  
used exclusively  as  a  home;  and  further  provided,  that  this exemption  shall  
not  apply  to  any  structure,  including  the land thereunder, which is used for 
commercial purposes.



• General cleanup
• Memorial Day
• Veterans Day
• Wreaths Across America

PARTNERSHIP OPPORTUNITY

• Newly elected officers of the 
commission

• Membership
• Guests are welcome!
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GUAM 
GEOTECHNICAL ENGINEERING 101



FOUNDED 1971
400+ ENGINEERS, GEOLOGISTS, AND STAFF
EMPLOYEE-OWNED
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AU
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GEOTECHNICAL
ENGINEERING

ENVIRONMENTAL
ENGINEERING

WATER RESOURCES
CONSTRUCTION 

TESTING AND 
INSPECTION

IN-HOUSE 
LABORATORY

CONSTRUCTION 
INSTRUMENTATION & 

MONITORING

EARTHQUAKE
ENGINEERING

CORE SERVICES

GEOLOGY



ENGEO Guam TeamENGEO on Guam since 2020
7 staff currently assigned to Guam office
Rotating staff to help cover project needs
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GUAM GEOLOGY 
AND SEIMICITY



PRIMARY HAZARDS

NORTHERN GUAM
SEISMIC FAULT

• KARST 
TOPOGRAPHY/SINKHO
LES

• STRONG GROUND 
SHAKING

• SURFACE FAULT 
RUPTURE

SINKHOLES 
& CAVERNS



HAZARDS
• Sinkholes
• Deep caverns / 

voids

MITIGATION
• Probe and Grout
• Deep foundations 
• Ground 

improvement



SEISMIC FAULT

• SLOPE STABILITY
• SEISMIC 

SETTLEMENT 
• LIQUEFACTION
• COMPRESSIBLE SOIL

• Strong ground 
shaking

• FAULT RUPTURE

SLOPE
STABILITY

SETTLEMENT

PRIMARY HAZARDS

SOUTHERN GUAM



SLOPE 
STABILITYHAZARDS

• Ground movement
• Rockfall

MITIGATION
• Slope offset
• Engineered walls 
• Earth retaining 

structures
• Earthwork slope 

rebuilds

SLOPE
STABILITY



SEISMIC 
SETTLEMENT

HAZARDS
• TOTAL 

SETTLEMENT
• DIFFERENTIAL 

SETTLEMENT
• LATERAL SPREAD

MITIGATION
• SOIL 

IMPROVEMENT
• SURCHARGE
• DEEP SOIL MIX
• STONE COLUMNS
• DEEP FOUNDATIONS



chaatveit@engeo.com

dagnew@engeo.com

tbayham@engeo.com

ENGEO Incorporated
215 Rojas Street Ste 122 
Harmon, GU


