


T O D A Y ’ S  P R O G R A M

1:30

Colors presented by the JROTC from Hutchinson 
Central Technical High School
Welcome & Pledge of Allegiance

John Davis-Welcome and Sponsor Recognition
Wendel
Post President

LTC Lyle R. Milliman, PE, PMP
District Commander USACE Buffalo District
:30
Installation of New Officers
Nicholas Tomkins-Investment of Officers and Board of 
Directors 2024-2025
Sevenson Environmental Services, Inc. 
Past Post President
Post Awards
Ann Burke-Awards
LATA, Inc.
Past Post President
NYSDEC Regional Update – Issues, Opportunities, and Priorities











Chad Staniszewski, PE
NYS Dept of Environmental Conservation Assistant Director, Region 9
NFSS FUSRAP Project Overview
Jeffrey S. Hall, PE, PMP
USACE Buffalo District
Chief of Niagara Falls Storage Site Integrated Technical Office
New Buffalo Bills Stadium Update
Steve Ranalli, PE
President, Erie County Stadium Corporation
Opportunity Forecast: FY24-25
Jeffrey Ernest
USACE Buffalo District Chief of Contracting
Closing Remarks & kickoff Networking: Reception Cash Bar & Hors d’oeuvres
John Davis
Wendel
Post President
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Freshwater Wetlands 
Act of 2022



2025
• No More Regulatory Maps
• Informational Maps – Still available online for 

information purposes but not legally binding.
• Contact Bureau of Ecosystem Health in Albany for a 

wetland jurisdiction determination:
 518-402-8920
 fw.ecohealth@dec.ny.gov



Smaller Wetlands

‘Unusual Importance,’ regardless 
of size, that possesses one or 
more of the following 
11 characteristics as determined 
by the department pursuant 
to  regulation criteria…

24-0107(9)

Photo: JR Jacobson



Unusual Importance Criteria
• Watershed with significant 

flooding
• Urban areas
• Rare plants
• Habitat for essential behavior of 

Endangered/threatened/special  c
oncern/species of greatest 
conservation need

• Class I wetland

• Previously designated as 
a wetland of Unusual 
Local Importance (ULI)

• Productive vernal pools
• Wetlands in floodways
• Previously mapped wetland
• Regional or local significance
• Significant for protecting state’s 

water quality



Acreage Threshold
• Maintain current 12.4-acre threshold until 2028
• Default threshold decreases to 7.4 acres in 2028

Photo: Jesse Keltz



Public Comment Timeline

2024 Formal Public Comment Period
• Summer

• Notice of Proposed Rule Making
• Virtual Public Hearings

• Fall – Public Comment Period Closes

Send Comments to:

• WetlandRegulatoryComments@dec.ny.gov



TENORM Guidance Update (DMM 5)

and

EPA/DEC Radiological Flyover of Erie and Niagara 
Counties































Pending GLLA Projects
Niagara River AOC

• Gateway Metroport Canal (Bethlehem Steel Site)
• Niagara River Near Gratwick Riverside Park (OCC)
• Two Mile and Rattlesnake Creek (5565 River Road Site)
• Mouth of Scajaquada Creek / Black Rock Canal





Pratt and Lambert 

57-71 Tonawanda St Site 
(C915024)

Iroquois Gas/Westwood 
Pharm. Terrestrial 

(915141A)

1675 Niagara St

Scajaquada Creek Sites

MGP P-Site
(915351) N

Former 
Transformer 

Station



Figure Created by GEI





Flooding of the Niagara Street underpass is common during storm events

Niagara Street 
Pumphouse

Niagara Street 
Pumphouse



















Slip Lining Project





Thank You

Chad Staniszewski, P.E.
Assistant Regional Director, NYSDEC
700 Delaware Ave., Buffalo
chad.Staniszewski@dec.ny.gov
(716) 851-7220

mailto:chad.Staniszewski@dec.ny.gov
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